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EPISODE 1

INT. CHARLOTTE'S APARTMENT - MORNING

It is a large modern open plan kitchen with a dining area at 
one end. An electric kettle boils on a minimalist worktop. 
CHARLOTTE (mid to late 30s) wears casual lounge bottoms and a 
baggy shirt. It is apparent that she is fairly pregnant. She 
goes to the kettle and fills a cafetière, takes a mug from a 
cupboard and calls out.

CHARLOTTE
I've made some more coffee. Do you 
have time?

Harry (40ish) appears in the kitchen. He wears a business 
suit and is looking for his phone.

HARRY
Have you seen my phone?

CHARLOTTE
Where did you leave it?

HARRY
If I knew that I wouldn't have...

Charlotte holds up the cafetière.

CHARLOTTE
I've made another pot. Do you have 
time?

HARRY 
'Fraid not. Gotta run.

He rummages around still trying to find his phone.

CHARLOTTE
Do you want me to call it again for
you?

HARRY
Could you?

Charlotte takes her phone from her pocket and calls Harry. It 
rings. It was in his jacket. Charlotte raises an eyebrow. She 
pours her coffee.

HARRY (CONT'D)
Don't say a word.

CHARLOTTE
(laughing)

I wouldn't dare.
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Harry comes over to Charlotte and kisses her affectionately 
on the cheek. He places his hands on her swollen stomach and 
stoops down.

HARRY
And you be good too!

Charlotte smiles at him affectionately as he straightens up.

HARRY (CONT'D)
Now don't over do things. If you 
want to do any shopping do it 
online.

CHARLOTTE
Online? That's what’s killing the 
High Street.

HARRY
You know what I mean. I don't want 
you running around the West End 
laden with bags of dresses and 
shoes when you should be resting.

CHARLOTTE
I'm pregnant not ill. Anyway I've 
some work to do this morning. Calls 
to make and then I need to work on 
the poppy paintings to keep the 
galleries topped up.

HARRY
Well just as long as you're fine.

He looks at his watch.

CHARLOTTE 
Of course, I'm fine.

HARRY
It's half eight, I'd better go.

He kisses her again on the forehead, takes a sip from her 
coffee and leaves.

We hear the sound of the front door being closed.

Charlotte sets down her coffee and goes over to a table, she 
lays out a board and tapes a sheet of water-colour paper to 
it.

She washes the paper with a clean wide brush and then 
prepares her colour palettes.

She reaches for her coffee an takes a sip.

She paints a sky and foreground of grass and then adds some 
plant stems. The picture is coming together quickly.
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Charlotte takes another sip of coffee, changes brushes and 
starts to put a vibrant Pyrrol Scarlet on her brush. 

She mixes it in the little paint palette.

We see a close up of the brush with the red paint dripping 
from the end. As a droplet of vibrant red falls onto the 
paper Charlotte yelps in pain. She grips table and cries out. 
The droplet spreads the paper.

Charlotte grabs her phone. Bending over from the pain, she 
speed dials Harry.

CHARLOTTE
Harry! Can you come back, I think 
something’s wrong. 

INT. HOSPITAL CORRIDOR - DAY

The swing doors bang open as a hospital trolley comes 
hurrying through. A paramedic and Harry are running along 
side as a hospital porter urgently pushes the trolley.

Charlotte is on the trolley. There is a drip in her arm 
leading from a clear bag that the Paramedic is holding. Harry 
is holding her hand.

HARRY
(To Charlotte,
panicking)

We're here, hold on, we've got you, 
stay with us.

A doctor approaches. They talk quickly as they travel along 
the corridor.

DOCTOR
(To paramedic)

What have we got?

PARAMEDIC
(Speaks quickly)

Charlotte Rutherford 34. Premature 
labour, Was called in about 20 
minutes ago, luckily we were 
nearby. She's around 24 weeks gone. 
Had sharp pains, felt faint and 
thought the baby was coming but 
then started to bleed heavily. Her 
pressure is 80 over 40 and her 
pulse is at 120. I've given her IV 
fluids to help but nothing else 
because of the baby. She's drifting 
in and out of consciousness.

DOCTOR
OK, Good. We'll take it from here.
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The doctor looks at Charlotte she is very drowsy.

DOCTOR (CONT'D)
(Loudly)

It's alright Charlotte. You're at 
the hospital, we have you now so 
you're in safe hands. Stay with us.

The doctor addresses the porter.

DOCTOR (CONT'D) (CONT'D)
Let's get her straight to theatre 
and don't hang about.

The Paramedic looks at Harry and give him a reassuring smile.

PARAMEDIC
I've gotta go, Harry. Best of luck.
I'm sure she'll be fine.

HARRY
Thank you. Thank you for 
everything.

The Paramedic hooks the fluid bag onto the trolley and moves 
away. Harry continues to run along beside Charlotte.

Charlotte stirs and looks at Harry and tries to say something 
but she has to close her eyes again.

HARRY (CONT'D)
(Urgently)

Hold on, Charlotte. 

Harry looks at the doctor.

HARRY (CONT'D)
Is she going to be alright?

DOCTOR
And you are?

HARRY
Harry Rutherford. I'm her husband.

DOCTOR
We'll look after her, try not to
worry. Is your wife on any 
medication?

HARRY
 No, nothing.

DOCTOR
Has she been unwell recently or is 
there anything we need to know?

The Babysitter           Episode 1 P.5.



The Babysitter           Episode 1 P.6.

HARRY
No, she's normal, healthy, fit.

DOCTOR
Has there been any problems or 
concerns with the pregnancy?

HARRY
No. Everything has been good. She 
had a prenatal check-up about three 
weeks ago everything was great. 

They reach another set of doors marked Maternity.

DOCTOR
Stay here. There's a waiting area 
nearby and a coffee machine. I'll 
come and find you once I've had a 
good look and have some news.

Harry lets go of Charlotte's hand as the trolley passes 
through the doors and disappears.

He turns to see the waiting area. There are a couple of 
anxious looking men with plastic coffee cups. Harry finds a 
seat and sits. He puts his head in his hands and waits.

INT. HOSPITAL BED - DAY

Charlotte is laying in a hospital bed in a side room. She has 
a drip in her arm. The sound of babies crying can be heard 
coming from the post-natal ward outside the door.

Charlotte looks drowsy.

Harry is sitting on a chair close to her. He is disheveled 
and upset. He holds her hand. 

The doctor is standing next to the bed looking at notes on a 
clipboard.

Charlotte opens her eyes. But she is very tired and it is an 
immense effort for her to talk.

DOCTOR
Ah, here she is. You had us worried 
for a while, Mrs Rutherford.

CHARLOTTE
(Waking up)

Where's my baby? 

Harry squeezes her hand.
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DOCTOR
You've had a rough time of it. We 
all worked as hard as we could. We 
tried everything.

CHARLOTTE
Where's...?

DOCTOR
Your baby was very weak and I'm 
afraid he didn't quite make the 
delivery. You on the other hand. 
You're a fighter, but it was still 
touch and go.

CHARLOTTE
What are you saying? My baby?

She looks desperately at Harry

DOCTOR
I'm so sorry. Maybe I should give 
you some time with your husband. 
I'm sorry for your loss.

The doctor pats the back of Charlotte's hand and leaves the 
room.

CHARLOTTE
(Sobbing)

Oh, Harry. What have I done?

HARRY
Hey, it's not your fault. It's just 
one of those things. It couldn't be 
helped. But it's not your fault.

CHARLOTTE
No, it's true. It is. I did this.

HARRY
Come on, you're not making sense. 
Try to rest you've been through 
hell. Sleep now.

Charlotte says something under her breath.

HARRY (CONT'D)
What's that? I can't quite hear 
you.

He moves his ear to her mouth.

CHARLOTTE
(Very drowsy)

It's karma. It’s no more than what 
I deserve.
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Charlotte sleeps. Harry looks puzzled.

MORNING A WEEK OR SO LATER.

Harry is in the kitchen making a breakfast. He looks tired. 
As he arranges the things on a tray Charlotte startles him by 
putting a hand on his shoulder.

HARRY
(Concerned)

Hey, what are you doing out of bed 
so early? You should stay there, 
rest up some more. The doctor told 
you two weeks.

CHARLOTTE
It was driving me crazy. I need to 
move.

HARRY
I was bringing you pancakes before 
I left. They always cheer you up.

Charlotte sniffs the air.

CHARLOTTE
What do you think brought me in 
here? 

She points across at a picture.

CHARLOTTE (CONT'D)
Besides I want to work more on 
this.

She leads Harry to the other end of the room to where she has 
her artwork set up. She pushes a picture towards Harry.

It's a monochrome landscape, very different to Charlotte's 
normal paintings. There is a hilltop village and a small 
gathering of houses at the foot of the hill. 

The sky in the picture is dark and foreboding.

HARRY
That's a bit different from your
norm. Is it St. Jude’s?

CHARLOTTE
Yes. I’m trying to work the place 
out of my system.

HARRY
All those childhood memories, eh? 
You’ll have to tell me about them 
some day.
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CHARLOTTE
They’re all safely tucked away in a 
little box. I’m not sure it would 
be a good idea to let them out. 

Harry looks at the painting.

There is a church surrounded by houses on top of a hill. A 
road snakes down to another gathering of houses at the foot.

HARRY
Looks like an interesting place. 
Very Brigadoon.

CHARLOTTE
More Wicker Man.

HARRY
You’ve never told me much about the 
place.

CHARLOTTE
Not much to say, really. It’s where 
I grew up. Where my parents are 
buried. I left there when I was 
sixteen and other than my parents’ 
funerals, I’ve never been back.

HARRY
You may have never been back, but 
by the sounds of it, maybe you 
never left. Perhaps we should drive 
down one day and visit your old 
stomping ground.

CHARLOTTE
Nah. Best avoid the place. There's 
not many good memories. It's a 
pretty enough place, but there are 
too many people there who I'd 
rather not see again.

HARRY
After all these years, it would be 
a miracle if they were still there.

CHARLOTTE
You’ve obviously never lived in a 
village.

HARRY
It can’t be that bad. A nice little 
community, I bet. Village green 
cricket, real ale in the pub, fetes 
run by the Jam and Jerusalem 
ladies. 
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CHARLOTTE
It’s not quite like that, but not 
far off. 

She points at houses at the top of the hill.

CHARLOTTE (CONT'D)
St Jude is the main village at the 
top of the hill. I suppose much 
like you imagined.

HARRY
Sounds like my kind of place. 

She points at the church.

CHARLOTTE
My parents are buried in the church
there.

HARRY
I didn't know.

She points to the bottom of the hill.

CHARLOTTE
That's St. Jude's Forstal. It's 
part of the village, but kind of 
not. It's where the outcasts were 
sent to live in the middle ages 
when they were thrown out of the 
village for being too scruffy. Or 
they'd take the witches there to be 
ducked in the pond and then burnt 
at the stake if they survived the 
pond. Their attitudes still hadn't 
evolved when I was growing up.

HARRY
Sounds an interesting place. Full 
of history.

CHARLOTTE
It has that.

HARRY
It must be therapeutic for you to 
paint.

CHARLOTTE
It is. It helps me to cope. I’m so 
sorry about our baby.

HARRY
(soothing)

I’ve told you a thousand times, you 
have nothing to be sorry for. 

(MORE)
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At the hospital you kept saying it 
was karma. You said you lost our 
baby because karma. I didn't 
understand why you said that. I 
still don't. It wasn’t your fault. 
Say it.

CHARLOTTE
It wasn’t my fault.

HARRY
That’s better.

CHARLOTTE
But...

HARRY
But nothing. You make me nervous 
talking like this. I think it’s 
postnatal depression. You've got to 
admit you've taken quite a hit. 
Maybe we should find a bit of help 
for you, emotionally.

CHARLOTTE
A therapist, you mean?

HARRY
If you like. Or a grief counsellor.

CHARLOTTE
Believe me, I've been there, done 
that in my teens. It works with 
lots of people. It doesn't work 
with me.

HARRY
I'm just trying to help. You know 
that don't you?

CHARLOTTE
Yes, and I'm sorry.

HARRY
Then maybe you can paint it out. 

CHARLOTTE
You might be right. I’ll be back to 
my old self soon, I promise. I just 
need to get there gradually.

HARRY
Baby steps?

CHARLOTTE
Did you have to say "baby?"

HARRY (CONT'D)
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HARRY
I'm sorry, it just came out.

There is an uncomfortable silence

HARRY (CONT'D) (CONT'D)
You know, we can always try 
again...or adopt?

CHARLOTTE
I don't want to talk about that at 
the moment.

HARRY
Of course not, Sorry. I should just 
stop talking. 

He holds up the tray.

HARRY (CONT'D)
(trying to sound
cheerful)

Do you want to have this in bed?

CHARLOTTE
No, here's fine. I'm fine, I'm 
sorry. You don't have to wrap me up 
in cotton wool. Or creep around on 
eggshells.

Harry sets the tray down at the table.

Charlotte starts eating.

HARRY
I'm sorry I have to work today, 
otherwise I'd stay home with you, 
keep you company, but it's an 
important meeting. Taken ages to 
get and I can't miss it. It's a 
lunch with Nicholas King from King 
Properties. Could be good for us.

CHARLOTTE
It's not a worry, seriously. Go! 
I've plenty things to keep me 
amused.

HARRY
Don't overdo it! If you need 
anything, just call me. And don't 
worry it'll be alright.

CHARLOTTE
(Getting exasperated)

I'm fine, honest. Just get to work. 
Let me eat these pancakes!
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HARRY
I'm hoping it won't be an all day
thing. A meet and greet, lunch with 
a few of the guys, present the 
finance package, get the signature 
and get out of there lickety-split!

CHARLOTTE 
Lickety-split?

(laughing)
Go get 'em, Tiger!

She takes a fork-full of pancake.

CHARLOTTE (CONT'D)
Now bugger off for Christ's sake.
I'll see you later.

HARRY
You know, we could always get a 
little dog?

Harry kisses her on the forehead and hurries out. Charlotte 
hears the front door close then throwing her fork back onto 
the plate, bursts into tears.

INT. HOME STUDIO - LATER

Charlotte now dressed is at her table. She works on the St 
Jude picture. She is close to tears but holding it together. 
She stares out of the window.

A thought occurs to her so Charlotte goes through her contact 
list and makes a call. She waits and is about to give up when 
they answer.

GALLERY PERSON
Spence Art Gallery, how can I help 
you?

CHARLOTTE
Hi, Charlotte Rutherford here. How 
are you?

GALLERY PERSON
Oh, fine thanks. Could be busier 
but then couldn't we all.

CHARLOTTE
Slow day?

GALLERY PERSON
Slow year. What can we do for you?

CHARLOTTE
Nothing really, I was just catching 
up on sales. Anything happening.
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GALLERY PERSON
As I said, it's a slow year, 
especially for flowers. Now animals 
or even better seascapes with boats 
that's another story, can't get 
enough of them. Do you have any? Or 
even fish. Jellyfish! Jellyfish are 
big, we sell a lot of jellyfish 
pictures, oh and seaweed. Nice and 
vibrant. Aquas and greens. 
Triptychs! Marine triptychs are 
selling well. We sell a lot of 
them. Well when I say a lot, we've 
sold two so far this year. Do you 
have any?

CHARLOTTE
Not my theme. Sorry.

GALLERY PERSON
No matter. Hey, aren't you about 
ready to pop? Should be about now, 
isn't it?

CHARLOTTE
No, you must have me confused with 
someone else.

GALLERY PERSON
Nope, I don't think so. I was sure 
you were due.

CHARLOTTE
No, I'm not pregnant. Let me know 
if you sell anything.

Charlotte ends the call before the other person has a chance 
to speak again. 

CHARLOTTE (CONT'D)
(Out loud to herself)

Come on, pull yourself together!

Yet again she tidies the magazines on the coffee table, moves 
a few cups around then selects a bottle of wine from the wine 
rack. She looks at the label, smiles and says.

CHARLOTTE (CONT'D)
Later.

She puts it in the wine chiller.

Her mobile buzzes. She sees it's Harry and hesitates before 
answering.

CHARLOTTE (CONT'D)
Hiya, what's up?
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HARRY
Just wondering how you're doing.

CHARLOTTE
I'm fine.

HARRY
Really?

CHARLOTTE
Really

HARRY
I'm thinking, I might bring home a 
takeaway tonight to save you 
cooking.

CHARLOTTE
That would be wonderful.

HARRY
Thai?

CHARLOTTE
Perfect.

Harry is quiet on the line.

CHARLOTTE (CONT'D)
What's up with you? You're up to 
something I can tell.

HARRY
Well, it's nothing really. Well 
yes, it is. I have a bit of a 
surprise for you and I'm not sure 
whether you're going to like it or 
not. I hope you do. I just want you 
to be prepared.

CHARLOTTE
You've been giving me surprises and 
presents every day for the last two 
weeks now. You don't need to, 
really you can stop now. Any more 
and I could open my own shop.

HARRY
No, this is different.

CHARLOTTE
What is it? If it's a dog you can 
send it back I don't want one.

HARRY
No, it's not a dog. It's better 
than that and by that, I don't mean 
it's a horse. I'll tell you later. 

(MORE)
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I shouldn't be home too late. Have 
you taken any tamazepan?

CHARLOTTE
Why, is it that bad?

HARRY
No. I was just asking.

CHARLOTTE
Well I haven’t today. I’m trying to 
wean myself off them. Besides I 
fancied a glass of wine tonight and 
it’s not a good idea to mix the 
two. What's the surprise?

HARRY
I'll tell you later, once I've 
worked out how to break it to you. 
I hope you won't be cross with me.

CHARLOTTE
Why should I be cross? You're such 
an idiot at times.

HARRY
Gotta go. I'll be home at about 7. 
Save me some wine.

CHARLOTTE
You best hurry home then.

HARRY
That's my girl. See you in a couple 
of hours.

Harry hangs up while Charlotte looks at the phone in 
bewilderment.

INT. FLAT - EARLY EVENING

Charlotte is sitting curled on the sofa. She has her 
sketchbook open. She is drawing more village scenes. There is 
a large wine glass close to her. On the dining table, the 
plates are set for supper. Chet Baker is playing on the sound 
system. She hears the front door opening and looks up from 
her drawing. Turns the music down with a remote.

HARRY
(Off)

I'm home. I hope you're hungry I 
ordered a little too much.

Harry comes into the room and puts 2 bags of food on the 
table.

HARRY (CONT'D)
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CHARLOTTE
I'm sure I'll manage. How was your 
day?

HARRY
Interesting.

They take out the food containers. Charlotte goes to a 
cupboard and gets several small bowls. The food is all 
transferred from the foil trays to the bowls. The foil trays 
are put back into the bag and the bag is put onto a kitchen 
worktop. All the while they carry on their conversation.

CHARLOTTE
There's wine in the chiller. I 
started without you, sorry.

Harry gets the wine and pours himself a glass.

HARRY
How are you feeling? You seem a bit 
brighter.

CHARLOTTE
Well, you know. Can't mope around 
forever. It'll take time and maybe 
soon, I can go for ten minutes 
without bursting into floods of 
tears.

Charlotte starts to well up, Harry runs across the room and 
hugs her.

HARRY
Hey, come on. We'll get there.

CHARLOTTE
I know. I’m just in a state. I just 
feel so fucking angry at everything 
and everyone. But mostly I’m angry 
at myself for letting you down. 

HARRY
That's nonsense. You haven't let 
anyone down. It just wasn't the 
right time, that's all. In the 
great scheme of things, it wasn't 
the right time.

Harry lets go and carries on serving the Thai.

Charlotte blows her nose and clears her throat.

CHARLOTTE
(Sounding brighter)

I called the gallery today.
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HARRY
Anything?

CHARLOTTE
No. They wanted me to do some 
jellyfish.

HARRY
Jellyfish?

CHARLOTTE
Yes, apparently they're big this 
year and Triptychs. The girl 
wouldn't shut up about fucking 
triptychs.

HARRY
Well, they are great value for 
money.

CHARLOTTE
How do you mean?

HARRY
Well, you get three paintings for 
the price on one.

They laugh.

CHARLOTTE
So how was your day?

HARRY
Very good. Nicholas King is looking 
for finance for an apartment 
development and he has come on 
board with us for the package. 
Means a nice little bonus. I'll 
have to have a few rounds of golf 
and the odd boozy lunch to keep him 
sweet and it’ll be up to me to 
monitor the project, but all in all 
a good result.

CHARLOTTE
That's wonderful news. Well done.

HARRY
Thank you.

INT. DINNER TABLE - A LITTLE LATER

The meal is in its last stages and the wine is almost 
finished.

The Babysitter           Episode 1 P.18.



(MORE)

The Babysitter           Episode 1 P.19.

CHARLOTTE
So, are you going to tell me, or
what?

HARRY
Tell you what?

CHARLOTTE
The surprise. You've kept me in 
suspense long enough.

HARRY
I'm getting to it. I'm just trying 
to sum up the courage.

CHARLOTTE
Best thing is to take a breath and 
jump straight in with both feet.

HARRY
I'm glad you said that. I'll just 
clear these things...

Harry gets up and starts clearing the table.

CHARLOTTE
Never mind that. Sit back down this 
instant. You were a bit weird on 
the phone today. Have you booked us 
a trip to somewhere we can’t 
afford?

HARRY
No. Nothing like that.

Charlotte looks disappointed.

HARRY (CONT'D)
It's, well. I hope you're going to 
like this, but you might be angry 
and I don't want you getting upset, 
not now, not after, you know...and 
you just said one should just jump 
in with both feet.

CHARLOTTE
For fuck's sake, Harry. Get to the
point.

HARRY
Well, as you know, I had a lunch 
today with Nicholas King and it was 
bit boozy. This was the point he 
said he'd do business with us. Well 
afterwards he was going to a 
property auction up West and he 
suggested I go with him. 

(MORE)
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It was mainly dingy terraces and 
some flats that had been foreclosed 
and put up. He wanted to see if 
there were any other development 
sites he could grab. It was really 
interesting.

Harry takes the last gulp of his wine. 

CHARLOTTE
Go on.

HARRY
Well this little cottage came up. 
It looked rather cute. Two bedrooms 
and a little conservatory that I 
thought would make a great studio. 
Well no one was interested in it. 
Too small a project for these boys.

CHARLOTTE
I’m not sure I like where this is 
going.

HARRY
Well, it looked great, well not 
great exactly but it could with a 
lick of paint. According to the 
description it just needs a bit of 
cosmetic work to make it adorable.

CHARLOTTE
Cosmetic work?

HARRY
Yes. Oh and the garden could do 
with a bit of TLC. It already had a 
survey and a home-buyer's report. 
It had been under offer and ready 
to exchange but the last buyer died 
or something stupid, so the owners 
put it up for auction as they were 
about to lose the house they wanted 
to buy and needed a quick sale. It 
all seemed fairly reasonable. 
Bearing in mind I was still a bit 
squiffy. But I thought it would be 
a good project and it will take you 
mind off things.

CHARLOTTE
My mind? Things?

HARRY (CONT'D)
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HARRY
Sorry, that didn't come out right.
Anyway, to cut a long story short, 
I put in a ridiculously low bid, 
not thinking for a second that I'd 
get it. Not with a room full of 
property guys. But I did.

CHARLOTTE
You bought an old tumbledown 
cottage? Can we afford to? Do we 
have the spare funds?

HARRY
It's fine. Really. I only paid 145K 
for it. With solicitors and what-
knot we'll still have change from 
150 thou'. You'll see, with a 
little spit and polish it'll be 
worth twice that. All in all a good 
little investment.

CHARLOTTE
Where is it?

HARRY
This is the best thing, I hope. You 
know you we were taking about St. 
Jude’s.

CHARLOTTE 
Please don't say it.

HARRY
When I saw it, I was obviously not 
even in the market for property but 
when I read the description and saw 
where it was. I just had to bid for 
it. I thought you'd be pleased. 
It's close to St. Jude's Forstal. 
When I saw that I knew I had to get 
it for you. Isn't that amazing. It 
was fate!

CHARLOTTE
(Whispers)

No. It can't be.

HARRY
Sure is. What are the odds? And the 
place looks great from your 
painting. I knew you’d be pleased.

CHARLOTTE
You shouldn’t have done that. You 
don’t understand what went on 
there. You should have talked to me 
first.
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HARRY
I know, but there was no time.
What are the chances? You’re always 
saying about karma and fate and 
things keeping checks and balances. 
It's like I had no choice. It's 
like something pre-ordained.

CHARLOTTE
Harry, I'm not ready for this, 
really I'm not.

HARRY
But, I thought you'd be pleased.

CHARLOTTE
Well, I'm sorry but I'm not. Can 
you tell them you've changed your 
mind? Tell them you want to pull 
out?

HARRY
Pull out? Of course not. I can't 
pull out. I've signed, paid 
deposits and appointed solicitors. 
Why on earth would I want to pull 
out? To cap it all I'd look a 
complete tit in front of Nicholas 
King.

CHARLOTTE
Who gives a fuck about Nicholas 
King? There're things about St 
Jude's you don't know and I am 
trying, really trying to reconcile 
in my own mind at my own pace.

HARRY
Well, this has got to help, surely?
OK, I admit I should have asked you 
first, given you a call from the 
auction when I saw it. But I 
genuinely thought it would help 
you. Maybe be the catalyst that 
gets you back on track.

CHARLOTTE
Back on track?!

HARRY
(Soothingly)

Oh, Charlotte. Look, you've been 
through a really bad couple of 
weeks. You're tired and upset. 
We're both upset. But you more so. 
You've been knocked sideways every 
which way possible. Emotionally and 
physically. 

(MORE)
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You're grieving, your hormones are 
all over the place but I'm only 
trying to do the right thing. I'm 
just a bit clumsy sometimes. I'm 
sorry. Let's forget about it for 
now and talk about it in the 
morning. What do you say, eh?

CHARLOTTE
Do what you want with the place but 
you won't get me there.

INT. CAR - MORNING

Harry is driving his BMW along a busy A Road. He looks happy. 
Charlotte in the front passenger seat looks out of the window 
as the drive past fields. She spots a cow and calf and 
winces.

CHARLOTTE 
I must be mad

HARRY
Sorry?

CHARLOTTE
I said, I must be mad. I left St. 
Jude’s when I was fifteen and I’ve 
only been allowed back twice.

HARRY
What do you mean, allowed?

CHARLOTTE
I meant to say, I’ve only allowed 
myself to go back twice. That was 
for my mum and dad’s funerals.

HARRY
Didn’t you ever go back to see them 
after you left?

CHARLOTTE
No. There didn’t seem much point. A 
bit like this morning.

HARRY
Come on, don't be like that. 
This'll be good for you. It'll be 
cathartic.

CHARLOTTE
(To herself)

If it were only that simple.

HARRY (CONT'D)
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HARRY
Did you take an antidepressant this 
morning?

CHARLOTTE
Yes, thank you very much. I thought 
I’d managed to quit them, but this 
excursion has made me reach for 
them again. Plus I took a couple of 
ibuprofens. Should at least keep me 
from screaming, if you're lucky.

HARRY
Hey, it'll be great, you'll see. 
The cottage will be fine. I'm 
anxious to see the village you grew 
up in and learn about your 
childhood. You've told me precious 
little about it.

CHARLOTTE
There's a reason for that. Can we 
turn back? Do we have to go?

HARRY 
We're almost there.

Harry checks his Sat-Nav.

Charlotte's medication is beginning to work as she nods in 
her seat.

HARRY (CONT'D)
Look, only another sixteen miles 
and we're there. We've come this 
far.

CHARLOTTE
Okay. Don't say I didn't warn you. 
If anything happens it's your 
fault.

HARRY
What can be so bad?

CHARLOTTE
Hopefully after all these years 
nothing. But let's just say I left 
under a bit of a cloud, which is 
the understatement of the century. 
If everything's cool, then there's 
no reason to rake over old ashes. 
But if it isn't and St. Jude's is 
still how I expect it to be, then 
you must trust me and allow me to 
explain my side of the story. 
Promise you'll listen if the time 
comes.
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HARRY
Don't I always?

CHARLOTTE
No. And don't forget I did warn 
you.

Charlotte closes her eyes and drifts off to sleep while the 
car speeds towards St Jude's Forstal.

INT. POLICE TRANSPORT - DAY FLASHBACK.

January 24th 2000

Fade in to a 15 year old Charlotte in the back of a police 
van seated next to a W.P.C. Chapman

A crowd are banging on the van shouting abuse and calling her 
a murderer.

There is a small media circus as the van pulls away. A 
photographer tries to take a photograph through the window. 
Charlotte sits very still, her eyes forward, not focusing.

CHAPMAN
(Friendly)

We’re here. We’re here.

Chapman’s voice merges into Harry’s as he says.

INT. CAR - MORNING.

HARRY
We're here.

CHARLOTTE
(Waking)

Sorry, I was dozing. Must be the 
tablets.

HARRY (CONT'D)
Looks nice. Quaint. They have a 
cricket pavilion and everything.

Up ahead there is a bakery with a café.

HARRY (CONT'D)
Look at that! They even have their 
own little artisan bakery. How 
splendid and you said the place was 
stuck in the dark ages.

They carry on and pass the church.
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A man hurrying past the church in the direction of the café. 
A few steps behind, a woman is trying to catch him up. 
Charlotte recognises them and instinctively starts to wave 
then stops herself.

HARRY (CONT'D)
Any one you know?

CHARLOTTE
No, I thought for a moment I did, 
but I must have been mistaken. You 
need to carry on through the 
village, the Forstal is down the 
hill. 

Harry drives as instructed.

They drive past a few houses crescented around a small green 
where a few cars owned by the occupants have been parked. 
There is an old wooden bus shelter by the side of the road.

The scene morphs to night time.

EXT. ST. JUDE’S FORSTAL - EVENING

The houses dotted around the green have their Christmas 
lights on.

We focus on the bus shelter.

Seated at one end of the bench is Kimberly (15). She is 
eating from a family sized packet of crisps. Along from her 
two boys, Liam and Adam (both 17). Liam swigs from a litre 
bottle of Woodpecker Cider. Adam is smoking.

Fifteen year old CHARLOTTE LANGFORD (Lottie to her friends) 
is walking along the side of a village green towards the 
shelter.

Charlotte is carrying a bag and a large portfolio case. 

Charlotte sees the group and stops at the shelter. 

CHARLOTTE 
Kimbo!

KIMBERLY
Lotts!

The boys try to look cool frantically taking turns swigging 
from the bottle and puffing on cigarettes.

Adam then looks at Liam and punches him on the arm and starts 
giggling.

CHARLOTTE 
Happy New Year.
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KIMBERLY
Happy New Millennium. D'you want a 
crisp?

CHARLOTTE 
Nah, best not.

KIMBERLY
Watching the weight? Not surprised, 
but New Year's tomorrow so the 
diets don't start till then.

Kimberly offers the bag of crisps to Charlotte. Charlotte 
refuses.

CHARLOTTE
Nah, nothing like that. I'm singing 
tonight at the church, so mustn't 
get crumbs lodged in the throat.

Adam giggles again. Liam tells him to shut up.

KIMBERLY
Oh yeah, forgot. Drop of cider 
then, oil the tonsils.

CHARLOTTE
(Laughing)

Nah, can't turn up pissed can I. 
What would the vicar say?

KIMBERLY
Later then. You coming to the 
pavilion after the fireworks?

CHARLOTTE 
Can't. Gotta babysit.

(Mock sadness)
But you enjoy yourself though. 
Think of me looking after the baby 
while you're out having a good 
time.

LIAM
You not coming to the celebrations
then?

CHARLOTTE
Nope. Looking after Nathan. When 
are you starting work with Paul and 
Andy?

LIAM
Tuesday, after the holidays.
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CHARLOTTE
Good luck. Paul's nice. You'll get 
on well with him and Andy’s a laugh 
too. You should enjoy it. 

LIAM
Thanks, Lottie. Here, listen, if 
you're all alone later, maybe I can 
come and keep you company. Help you 
babysit. You know. We could see the 
new year in together.

Adam bursts out laughing. Charlotte ignores him.

ADAM
(laughing)

You’re so desperate!

CHARLOTTE
That's a sweet thought, Liam. I 
think it might get you off to a bad 
start with Paul though. Might seem 
a bit creepy.

LIAM
What if these two came along too.

ADAM
Leave off, we're going to the do up 
at the pavilion. Gonna dance the 
night away and get snogged at 
midnight.

He looks at Kimberly and winks. 

KIMBERLY
Dream on. 

CHARLOTTE
(To Liam)

You have a great night I'm sure I 
can manage, he's only a baby. I've 
got some schoolwork to catch up on 
anyway.

LIAM
I could help you with that.

CHARLOTTE 
I don't think so.

KIMBERLY
Watch out Lottie, I think he likes
you!

ADAM
Liam likes anyone.
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LIAM
Shut up, Adam, you dickhead!

CHARLOTTE
Ah, Bless ‘em. See you all at the 
church? You are coming? Maybe we 
can hangout for a while at the 
bonfire before my child-minding 
duties.

LIAM 
It's a date.

CHARLOTTE 
I wouldn't go that far.

Liam looks dejected.

KIMBERLY
Don't worry Liam, I'll look after 
you. 

Charlotte moves on leaving the boys squabbling and Kimberly 
eating crisps.

INT. CAFE - LATE MORNING

Back to today.

We are in the cafe / village tea room.

A few of the tables have people tucking into coffee and 
croissants.

Jodie (18) is standing behind a counter when the man that 
Charlotte saw by the church walks in.

This is Liam now in his late 30's. Jodie looks up as Liam 
enters the café. 

JODIE
Hi, Dad. It's unusual to see you 
here on a Saturday. No football?

LIAM
No, not this morning. It's an away 
game and I couldn't be arsed, so I 
changed my mind. Besides my head’s 
banging.

JODIE
Over do it last night, did we?

LIAM 
You could say that.
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JODIE
Thought as much, I heard you come 
in. You could have woken the dead. 
Coffee?

LIAM
Please, Love. Better make it two, I 
think your mum's close behind me.

As if on cue, Kimberly enters the café, kisses Jodie on the 
cheek and goes to where Liam is now sitting and takes the 
place opposite him.

KIMBERLY
Liam, couldn't you hear me calling 
you?

LIAM
No, were you? I didn't know. 

He looks at Jodie and winks.

KIMBERLY
I said I'd walk with you but you 
just couldn't wait, could you?

LIAM
I wanted to make sure we had a 
table, it gets full here on a 
Saturday.

KIMBERLY
That’s your excuse?

She brings the back of her hand to her forehead in mock 
desperation.

KIMBERLY (CONT'D)
You just don’t want to be seen in 
public with me anymore.

LIAM
(smiling)

I do have my image to consider.

Jodie comes to the table with the coffees. 

JODIE
There's some of Thursday's carrot 
cake left over if you fancy it. 
It's still alright. It's been under 
the dome.

LIAM
Yeah, go on!
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KIMBERLY
I best not, trying to keep the 
weight off.

JODIE
Are you sure? It's really nice.

KIMBERLY
Oh, alright, just a slither then.

Jodie leaves them to get the cake.

KIMBERLY (CONT'D)
(hushed)

Well, have you said anything to 
her?

LIAM
I've only just got here three 
seconds before you did.

KIMBERLY
I wanted to catch her this morning 
before she left but she was out 
before I got the chance.

LIAM
We could always try again tonight.

KIMBERLY
You must be joking. Saturday night?
She'll be getting ready to go out. 
She never listens to me in any 
case.

Jodie returns with two plates each with massive portions of 
carrot cake and plonks them on their table.

JODIE 
There you go. Enjoy!

Kimberly looks at the cake and weighs it up.

KIMBERLY 
A slither I said.

JODIE
Well, there's quite a bit left over 
and it'll be a shame to waste it.

She leaves them and sees if the other customers are happy.

KIMBERLY
See what I mean?

Kimberly takes a fork full of cake while Liam picks his up 
with his hand and takes a bite. Kimberly rolls her eyes.

The Babysitter           Episode 1 P.31.



The Babysitter           Episode 1 P.32.

Jodie comes back to the table.

JODIE 
How's the cake.

KIMBERLY
Lovely.

LIAM
Your mum says you want to move out.

JODIE
Is that alright?

LIAM
It's a bit sudden and you're still 
a teenager.

JODIE
I'm eighteen, I'll be nineteen in 
September.

LIAM
Where would you go?

JODIE
I wouldn't go far, but I think I 
should give you a bit more space.

LIAM
What about things like deposits and 
furniture and rent. How do you 
think you would manage?

JODIE
I've got a little bit saved, but I 
was hoping you could ask Andy. He's 
got those caravans. I could have 
one of those.

LIAM
Karen looks after those, so it’s a 
bit more complicated. 

JODIE 
What is her problem? You’d think 
she’d be happy to rent me 
somewhere. I mean, we’re not 
exactly strangers are we?

KIMBERLY
No, we’re practically family.

LIAM
Listen, I'll talk to Andy at work 
and see if he can swing it. That’s 
if they even have anything 
available.
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He turns to Kimberly.

LIAM (CONT'D)
I don't know what you ever did to 
upset that woman, but she holds a 
grudge against you for something.

KIMBERLY
You know Karen. Once she gets a bee 
in her bonnet it stays there. 

Jodie excuses herself and moves to the other table and starts 
clearing away the cups. She looks up and catches her mother's 
eye. She smiles. Kimberly smiles back in a kind of sad way.

EXT. THE COTTAGE - MORNING

Charlotte and Harry arrive at the cottage by driving through 
a five bar gate.

HARRY
Well, what do you think?

Charlotte ponders but says nothing.

HARRY (CONT'D) (CONT'D)
Well? Come on. First impressions?

CHARLOTTE
I remember this place. I used to 
walk past it a lot, back in the 
day, although I never paid much 
attention to it. It’s actually a 
lot better than I thought it would 
be. I’m still not convinced I want 
to take it on though. 

HARRY
I’m glad you like it.

CHARLOTTE
I didn’t say that.

HARRY 
It’s nice and private, if you’re 
worried about the locals.

CHARLOTTE
It would have to be far more 
private than this where the locals 
are concerned.

HARRY
Come on, let's have a look around 
the old hacienda.
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They get of the car and start to explore the gardens.

HARRY (CONT'D) (CONT'D)
I've only seen pictures so far of 
course, but I know with your flair 
it could be a wonderful little 
place.

CHARLOTTE 
What's it like inside.

HARRY
According to the auction catalogue, 
"In need of modernising."

CHARLOTTE
That could mean a multitude of 
sins, including replacing floors 
and walls. Can we see?

HARRY
Shouldn't be a problem. I have to 
call the agent and tell him we're 
here and he'll come down with the 
keys. Next week we should have the 
deeds and then can start on the 
place with a sledgehammer.

CHARLOTTE
You're really inspiring confidence.

HARRY 
Let me call him.

Harry takes a business card and a phone from his pocket and 
dials.

HARRY (CONT'D)
(To the phone)

Oh hi....It's Harry Rutherford 
here, we spoke yesterday...That's 
right... We're actually here now, 
at the cottage.

Harry listens for a few moments and look at his watch.

HARRY (CONT'D) (CONT'D)
We could. Or we could pop by and 
pick them up...OK, just after two. 
See you then.

He finishes the call and puts the card and phone back into 
his pocket.

CHARLOTTE
What did he say?

The Babysitter           Episode 1 P.34.



The Babysitter           Episode 1 P.35.

HARRY
He's about to pop out on another 
viewing, then he has his lunch-
break. Who has a lunch-break 
nowadays, for fuck's sake?

CHARLOTTE
This is the country Harry, you're 
off the edge of the city map. Here 
there be monsters...and lunch-
breaks

HARRY
Anyway, he suggests we go and get 
some lunch and he'll get here just 
after two with the keys. In the 
meantime, let's have a look around 
the back.

The back garden is in need of a lot of work. Brambles have 
taken over in lots of places. There area couple of fruit 
trees and a rotting shed. Charlotte doesn't look too 
impressed.

HARRY (CONT'D)
Nice size. Just think what you 
could do here. Once these brambles 
are cleared and the grass is cut.

CHARLOTTE
(Unenthusiastic)

And the flowerbeds are planted and 
the shed is fixed and the fence is 
painted.

HARRY
Exactly, you could work wonders.

There is a old wooden conservatory on the back of the 
cottage.

HARRY (CONT'D)
Here! This is what I was talking
about.

They both peer in the window of the conservatory.

HARRY (CONT'D) (CONT'D)
Wouldn't that make a great little
studio? Plenty of light. 

CHARLOTTE
Humph.

HARRY
This is even better than I thought 
it would be.
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CHARLOTTE
Then your bar couldn't have been 
set particularly high.

HARRY
Come on. Don't be like that. Open 
your mind. Think of the 
possibilities. It could be great.

CHARLOTTE
Yes, I agree. 

HARRY
You do?

CHARLOTTE
Yes. But anywhere else, but St. 
Jude's Forstal?

HARRY
Come on. It looks great around 
here. 

CHARLOTTE
It was. Up to a point. Please, 
Harry. Don’t pressure me. I have my 
reasons so I need to reconcile this 
with myself. I need to stick my toe 
back in the waters and then maybe 
we can have a project in the 
country. But if I say no, then I 
mean no. Id that understood.

HARRY
Yes, of course. Come on, let's get 
some lunch. A cold glass of 
something French might help you see 
things in a different perspective. 
Is it alright to have a drink with 
your medication?

CHARLOTTE
I doubt it, but what the hell.

INT. GASTRO PUB - A LITTLE LATER

Charlotte and Harry and seated in a trendy little restaurant 
area of the gastro-pub. They are half way through their lunch 
and have a bottle of sauvignon on the go.

HARRY
I told you once you saw the place, 
you'd change your mind. You wait 
'til you see inside. 

(MORE)
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The pictures look great, the area 
is up and coming. So if we want to 
sell it once it's done there 
shouldn't be a problem. From what I 
can see so far the garden is where 
most of the work is. Those brambles 
will need clearing and that's a pig 
of a job. We'll get someone in to 
do that plus all the heavy stuff. 
But with your eye and knowledge of 
flowers and that, we could plant 
some beds and make it look really 
pretty.

CHARLOTTE
We?

HARRY
Well, you know what I mean. You.
You'd be in complete charge. Any 
decisions as to what goes where. 
You know, where to plant the 
geraniums and tulips and the piss-
the-beds and what have you.

CHARLOTTE
(flat)

Sounds wonderful, I can hardly 
wait.

HARRY
Then there's the inside. You won't 
have to do it all yourself. I'll be 
around, sometimes, to help. We 
could get in decorators or builders 
for any structural stuff but you 
can choose the kitchen and the 
colour schemes and the furnishings 
and everything. You have such flair 
for this. Make it into a little 
show cottage. Hang up some of your 
paintings. And as for that 
conservatory.

CHARLOTTE
You've already bought the place. 
Stop trying to sell it to me. 
Besides, it might be an idea to get 
a survey done.

HARRY
We’ve already got it, from the 
previous buyers.

CHARLOTTE
One you’ve commissioned yourself, I 
mean.

HARRY (CONT'D)
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HARRY
I'm sorry, I'm just excited, you 
know.

Charlotte zones out from Harry's babbling and looks across 
the restaurant to where two men, Paul and Andy both in their 
mid to late 40s are in conversation. They are looking at a 
diary.

PAUL
So, next week we're pretty much 
booked out. I've got the Brooks's 
chimney to re-point and there's 
some work on their extension 
they've asked me to do. You and 
Liam have the garages and the wall 
at the old people's home and I’ve 
had an enquiry to price up a hard 
standing. 

ANDY
That should keep us busy. Hey, 
d'you fancy coming out one night 
next week?

PAUL
Can't sorry, I'm a bit busy that
night. Do you want to price up the 
hard standing or do you want me to?

ANDY
I haven't said what night yet. Come 
on, you never come out.

PAUL
Well you know how it is. I kind of 
prefer the quiet life.

ANDY
You could do with a change. There's 
a new casino opened up in town. We 
could get tarted up, play a few 
hands, spin a few wheels, roll a 
few dice. We'd be like Brando and 
Sinatra.

PAUL
Sounds wonderful. Maybe another 
time. The job? Hard standing? 
Quotation?

ANDY
Can you do it?

PAUL
Thought as much.
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ANDY
Anyway, We could take the girls. 
When was the last time you and 
Sophie went anywhere? And it’s 
always good to get Soph’ out with 
Karen.

PAUL
We don't really enjoy gambling 
much. The lottery is our limit and 
maybe the occasional scratch card.

ANDY
You'd be missing a great night out.

PAUL
You can tell me all about it 
afterwards.

ANDY
Suit yourself.

One of the men turns his head. Charlotte recognises them. She 
drops her fork and rushes to the ladies room.

As she gets to the door we flashback to another door. It’s a 
front door of a house.

INT. SOPHIE AND PAUL'S HOUSE - EVENING FLASHBACK

New Years Eve 1999

15 year old Charlotte knocks on the front door of a house. 
The house has Christmas lights festooned outside and a 
Christmas wreath on the door.

The door is opened by Sophie (27). The sound of a grizzling 
baby can be heard.

SOPHIE
Hi Lottie, Happy New Year.

CHARLOTTE
Same to you.

SOPHIE
Well come on in then, dump your
stuff. Paul's still getting ready 
and I've been trying to settle 
Nathan, hopefully he won't cry all 
the way through the service.

CHARLOTTE 
Let's hope not.
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SOPHIE
I'm looking forward to hearing you
sing.

Charlotte pulls a face.

CHARLOTTE
It's more of a croak, but the 
choir's pretty good. God knows how 
I got lumbered with the solo.

They wander through to the sitting room.

A grizzling Nathan is on a baby seat watching the television.   
It's The Railway Children. Jenny Agutter is waving her 
bloomers at a train and is just about to faint.

Sophie turns the set off.

SOPHIE 
That's always on.

CHARLOTTE 
It's a good movie though. I always 
cry at the end when her dad comes 
home. 

SOPHIE
Daddy, Daddy, My Daddy!

CHARLOTTE
That’s the bit.

Nathan starts crying again, Sophie picks him up. 

Someone at the front door is ringing and knocking 
impatiently.

CHARLOTTE (CONT'D)
Do you want me to get that?

SOPHIE
Yes please, can you?

Charlotte goes to answer the door. She tickles Nathan under 
the chin as she passes and he immediately stops crying.

Enter Andy and Karen...

ANDY
Happy New Millennium! How're you
doing? You're looking lovely as 
ever. Still stuffing chocolates and 
turkey kebabs?

SOPHIE
Had the last of the turkey curry 
for lunch today.
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ANDY
Marvellous!

(to Charlotte)
And what did Father Christmas bring 
you this year?

CHARLOTTE
Just the usual. Art stuff, paints, 
paper and brushes.

ANDY
Maybe you could paint me. I'd make 
a great model.

He flexes his muscles and does a mock Mr Universe pose then 
turns to Karen who is standing behind him looking sour.

ANDY (CONT'D)
Wouldn't I? I look pretty buff in 
the buff.

KAREN
Will you just shut up. You can be 
so inappropriate sometimes. She's 
just a kid.

Andy looks Charlotte up and down.

ANDY
Well you could have fooled me. How 
old are you? You look old enough.

CHARLOTTE
(Blushing)

I'll be sixteen in April.

ANDY
Well you come and see me then.

KAREN
(To Andy)

Will you just shut the fuck up. You 
were bad enough with that little 
trollop at the bus-stop just now. 
If you're going to be like this all 
night I'm going home and Sophie is 
coming with me, we'll have our own 
party.

Karen turns to Sophie

KAREN (CONT'D)
God, he gets on my tits at times.

SOPHIE
You know how excitable little boys 
get if you give them too many E-
numbers over the festive period.
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KAREN
I know, but he’s such a dick.

Andy ignores Karen. Instead he holds up a bottle of wine.

ANDY
So, Two questions: One, have you 
got a corkscrew and B, where's the 
man of the hour.

SOPHIE
Yes to the first one and he's 
getting ready to the second.

Andy looks at his watch.

ANDY
Do you know, our missing The 
Railway Children?

Charlotte in the meantime is playing with Nathan and keeping 
him quiet. Paul can be heard coming down the stairs. He 
enters the room.

ANDY (CONT'D)
Here comes the man of the hour.

PAUL
Hello, playmates! Sorry to keep you
waiting.

ANDY
(Shaking Paul's hand.)

Happy New Millennium.

PAUL
Happy New Year, you mean. It's not 
the new millennium until 2001. We 
are just entering the last year of 
the millennium that that we've been 
enjoying for the last nine hundred 
and ninety years.

Sophie and Karen and they both roll their eyes.

SOPHIE
Here we go.

ANDY
It goes from nineteen-something to
Twenty-Something, so that's good 
enough for me.

PAUL
Maybe good enough for the likes of 
you but you're actually wrong.
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ANDY
And so is the rest of the world, 
eh?

PAUL
Yep.

SOPHIE
Please, don't get him started.

ANDY
Wow! What are you wearing? You 
smell like a school football team 
changing room after a match.

PAUL
Don't you like it? It's called 
Congo. Sophie got it for me for 
Christmas.

ANDY
It's very nice. I might have to pop 
back home for my inhaler though.

SOPHIE
If you too can stop arsing around 
we're going to make Charlotte late 
for the service.

CHARLOTTE
Thanks, Sophie. I was getting a bit 
anxious of the time.

Andy waves the bottle.

ANDY
Aren’t we going to have a quick one 
before we go.

SOPHIE
No time.

PAUL
(grinning)

No time.

ANDY
Well, we’ll just have to take it 
with us. Have you got any plastic 
cups?

EXT. VILLAGE ROAD - NIGHT

The two couples along with Charlotte who is pushing the buggy 
containing Nathan, walk up the hill towards the church. Other 
people are also walking in the same direction. 
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Charlotte is listening to Andy and Paul who are having a good 
natured argument.

ANDY
So, hold on. Maybe we should stop 
and quickly call all the capital 
cities that are all poised and 
ready to light their blue touch 
papers.

He gets his phone from his pocket and puts it to his ear.

ANDY (CONT'D)
Hello, is that New York? Great. 
Well, can you go and tell the bloke 
who'd doing your firework display 
that it's been cancelled. My mate 
says you're a year early. Oh and if 
you can pass the message on to all 
your other cities that would be 
great. You will? Brilliant thank 
you.

He puts his phone away and grins at Paul.

PAUL
You're such a knob at times.

EXT. CHURCH - A LITTLE LATER

They reach the church. People are filing in. A boy of about 
16 is pushing his moped and leans it on the side of the 
church and runs carrying his crash helmet to the door where 
the vicar is welcoming everybody.

Behind the vicar is an warden, Barbara (75) is handing out 
order of service sheets. She sees the lad and scowls at him.

BARBARA
I thought you weren't coming.

She takes his crash helmet and hands him the remainder of the 
service sheets.

YOUTH
Sorry. My bike wouldn’t start.

BARBARA 
If you can hand these out, then 
once everyone's in, come and find 
me in the sacristy.

The group follow in and are greeted by the vicar, Father 
Stephen.
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FATHER STEPHEN
Welcome, welcome. Lovely to see 
you.

He spots Charlotte.

FATHER STEPHEN (CONT'D)
Ah, Lottie. I hope you're in fine 
voice this evening.

CHARLOTTE
I have my fingers crossed.

The vicar frowns briefly.

FATHER STEPHEN
Really. You better go and get 
settled we start in ten minutes.

As they go past the vicar he puts a hand on Charlotte's head 
and strokes her hair. It seems innocent enough but his hand 
lingers long enough to make Charlotte uneasy. She hands the 
buggy to Sophie and joins the others in the choir.

BACK TO:

INT. GASTRO PUB - DAY

Charlotte is in the ladies pulling herself together. 

She stares at herself in the mirror.

CHARLOTTE
(to herself)

What the fuck are you doing back 
here?

There is an anxious knocking on the door.

HARRY
(calling)

Charlotte, Honey, are you OK?

CHARLOTTE
(Swallows)

Yes, I'm fine. I'm sorry. Get the 
bill and I'll meet you outside.

HARRY
As long as you're alright.

CHARLOTTE
Yes. I'll see you by the car.
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INT. CAR - MOMENTS LATER

Harry and Charlotte are now in the car. He is yet to start 
the engine.

HARRY
You had me worried there.

CHARLOTTE 
I'm sorry. I just had a moment, 
that’s all.

HARRY
It’s completely understandable. 
You’re going through a lot. Don’t 
forget you’re still grieving.

CHARLOTTE
Just me?

HARRY
Well of course I am too, but you're
more delicate. It’s going to effect 
you more, physically as well as 
emotionally. Men are a bit more 
robust.

CHARLOTTE
I'd never describe you as robust.

HARRY 
You know what I mean.

CHARLOTTE
It’s not just the baby, it was a 
mistake coming here. I knew it 
would be.

HARRY
Give it some time. It's a bit soon, 
I know and I'm sorry to have pushed 
this along a bit too quickly and on 
top of everything else. Maybe you 
had more of a reaction to the wine 
and the tablets.

CHARLOTTE
No, there's more to it than that.
It's just people. I'm not mentally 
prepared for them yet.

HARRY
Is it something to do with those 
two men on the other table?

CHARLOTTE
What two men?
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HARRY
The two men you couldn't stop 
staring at.

CHARLOTTE
Oh, them. I suppose. They were 
people I used to know.

HARRY
Why didn't you say hello? You could 
have introduced me, or would that 
have been a bit awkward?

CHARLOTTE
A bit. But don't start getting 
jealous, it's nothing like that.

HARRY
I'm glad to hear it. They were, 
well, pretty old and er... a bit 
rough looking.

CHARLOTTE
Can we change the subject? Please!

HARRY 
Alright. Sorry. I won’t say another 
word.

Harry looks at his watch.

HARRY (CONT'D)
It's nearly two o'clock we better 
get back. Let's hope Adam doesn't 
keep us waiting?

CHARLOTTE
Adam?

HARRY
Yes, Adam. Adam Woolnough, the 
estate agent.

CHARLOTTE
(under her breath)

Great.

Harry starts the engine and they pull away towards The 
Forstal.

EXT. THE COTTAGE - AFTERNOON

They approach the cottage. 

Parked outside is a Mini Cooper with "Adam Woolnough Estate 
Agent" written all over it.
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Adam is leaning against the car talking on his phone. He is 
carrying a folder.

Harry pulls into the drive, bibs and waves as he passes Adam. 
Charlotte sits low in her seat and tried to hide her face.

They park and Harry gets out to be greeted by Adam.

ADAM
(Extending his hand)

Adam Woolnough.

HARRY 
Harry Rutherford and this is my 
wife, Charlotte.

Adam glances towards Charlotte and nods, not giving her a 
second look.

ADAM
Sorry I couldn't see you earlier, 
had a last minute viewing.

HARRY
Not a problem. We took up your 
recommendation and went to The 
Cricketers for a spot of lunch.

ADAM
Lovely. So. Here are the keys.

He hands the keys to Harry.

Harry opens the front door. The three enter, stepping over a 
pile of junk mail and local newspapers that have been 
delivered. 

Adam indicates the folder he’s holding and gives it to Harry.

ADAM (CONT'D)
And in here there's all the 
paraphernalia, electricity readings 
and the buyers report from the sale 
that fell through. Shame that.

HARRY
These things happen, I suppose.

ADAM
Indeed they do. Still hey ho! One 
man’s misfortune and all that. If 
you need any help, you can always 
give me a call, you have my card.

HARRY
Help?
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ADAM
Yes, you know. Where to go for 
things. Local builders, heating oil 
and what not.

HARRY
Thanks. That'll be useful. Although 
my wife is from around here and I'm 
hoping she'll show me the ropes.

ADAM
Really?

Adam's mobile rings. He waves his hand in apology.

HARRY
Anyway, we won't monopolise your 
time, you seem busy. Thanks for 
doing this for me.

Adam covers the mouthpiece of the phone.

ADAM
(whispers.) 

No problem.

He finishes his call.

ADAM (CONT'D)
Can I leave you to lock up? Just 
pop the keys back through my door 
before you drive back to London and 
I’ll be on hand for any deliveries 
or works.

HARRY
That’s a great help, thanks.

Adam shakes Harry’s hand again then turns to Charlotte. 

He shakes her hand. He looks at her for the first time and 
thinks he recognises her from somewhere.

CHARLOTTE
Thank you, Adam.

Adam frowns.

ADAM
Do I know you? You look familiar. 

CHARLOTTE
It’ll come to you.

ADAM
I’m sure it will.

Adam smiles then leaves. 
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We watch him as he walks towards his car looking puzzled. He 
knows that face but just can't place it.

Back in the cottage

Charlotte joins Harry as he closes the front door.

CHARLOTTE 
This was a mistake.

HARRY
Oh, come on. Don't be like that. 
Give it a chance, we haven’t even 
looked around the place yet.

CHARLOTTE
No, I mean, St. Judes. I’m going to 
run into people at every turn. Andy 
and Paul and the Restaurant. 
Kimberly and Liam this morning and 
now stupid Adam Woolnough.

HARRY
It can’t be that bad. They’re just 
people from the past. I’m sure 
they’ll be pleased to see you again 
after all these years.

CHARLOTTE
Remember that cloud? The one I said 
I left under? 

HARRY
Yes.

CHARLOTTE
Well, imagine a storm cloud. The 
biggest mother of all storm clouds 
imaginable. Then times that by a 
hundred. That was the cloud I left 
under.

HARRY
I know you. Nothing could have been 
that bad. What happened?

CHARLOTTE
I don’t want to think about it just 
yet. There’s a lot that I need to 
get right in my own head before I 
can even begin to explain things. I 
will very soon. I need to tell you 
about everything before someone 
gives you their version of it.

HARRY
I won’t push you. Tell me when 
you’re ready. 

(MORE)
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Let’s take a look around this pile 
of bricks and see if we’ve both 
made mistakes.

CHARLOTTE
In for a penny.

Harry leads Charlotte into a small sitting room.

HARRY 
Well this is a nice size. Really 
cute. We could do a lot with this.

There is a small open fireplace that has a dead crow in it.

HARRY (CONT'D) (CONT'D)
There's even a fireplace to keep us 
cosy for the winter.

CHARLOTTE
(Pointing at the crow)

Your squatter doesn't look too 
cosy.

HARRY
He must have fallen down the 
chimney. I'll get rid of him.

The sitting room has a door leading off to a small kitchen 
and access to the garden and conservatory.

HARRY (CONT'D)
Look at this kitchen. Can't you see 
the potential? It wouldn't take 
much to modernise this. Through 
there is the conservatory, which 
would make a great little studio 
for you. Don't you agree? There's 
no damp smell either. Can't you see 
us here at weekends running away 
from the city? We could even rent 
it out as a holiday cottage or take 
on a permanent tenant if you 
wanted. Can't you see? It's a great 
little investment. 

CHARLOTTE
The cottage is lovely.

HARRY
But?

CHARLOTTE
Fuck it. I know you’re going to 
wear me down eventually so I might 
just as well bite the bullet and 
say OK. Let’s give it a go. 

HARRY (CONT'D)

(MORE)
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Le’s try and make something of the 
place. But if I decide not to set 
foot in here again, you’ll have to 
agree. But you must let me defrag 
my thoughts. Then, I’ll let you in. 
I’ll tell you anything you want to 
know.

HARRY
I wish you’d tell me now.

CHARLOTTE
Be careful what you wish for.

HARRY
I’ll leave it to you. I won’t say 
anything. I won’t pester you. I’ll 
just be there for you whenever you 
want to talk. 

CHARLOTTE
Thanks. Now, lets have a look 
upstairs.

INT. CAR - EVENING

Harry is driving back to London. Charlotte is in the 
passenger seat dozing.

HARRY
We can come back anytime and 
measure up, sort out the schedule 
of works required and what not. In 
the meantime, start looking through 
some sites, get the kitchen 
designed and pick out colour 
schemes for all the rooms. We need 
to get a few quotes from some local 
builders too. The conservatory 
needs repairing in places.

CHARLOTTE
I'll get onto it. There's no rush. 
Keep your mind on your driving and 
we'll discuss everything tomorrow.

Charlotte gets comfortable in the seat.

CHARLOTTE (CONT'D)
I'm really tired. It's these 
tablets. Do you mind if I close my 
eyes for a moment?

HARRY
Not at all. I keep forgetting 
sorry.

CHARLOTTE (CONT'D)
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Charlotte closes her eyes and drifts off to sleep.

INT. SOPHIE AND PAUL'S HOUSE - NIGHT

New Year's Eve 1999.

Charlotte is playing with Nathan who is being difficult.

She sings to him, tries reading him a story and finally gets 
her paints out and makes hand prints with him.

Nothing works he still cries and she is getting more 
frustrated.

There is a sound outside followed by some giggling. Liam and 
Adam are messing around.

She leaves Nathan in his chair for a moment and goes to the 
window. Liam and Nathan are running away laughing.

As she starts back to the table Nathan pulls the paint pot 
over himself. Charlotte almost screams with frustration.

She picks up the baby and holds him at arms length. He is 
covered. He also needs changing.

Charlotte runs a bath for Nathan and puts him in it.

We cut to see Charlotte in the car stirring uneasily in her 
sleep.

Back to the dream:

Everything is blurry and misty. 

Sophie's face appears through the mist and closes in.

SOPHIE
(screaming)

What have you done? You've killed 
him! You've killed my baby!

END OF EPISODE 1.
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